THE VETERINARY RECORD 


for the Profession. 


H Weeklp Journal 


No. 965. 


JANUARY 5» 1907. 


“Vor. XIX 


Computsory NoriFicaTIon By M.R.C.Y.S. 


We have been shown an Order of the Board of 

Agriculture which we understand came into force 
[st January. It requires that veterinary surgeons 
in London shall notify any case of glanders they 
may see. The penalty for neglect is a fine of £20 
or three months imprisonment. No payment is 
igi for notification—not even postage or cab 
are. 
* If we had not seen the Order in print we could 
not have believed it. Not that we have any objec- 
tion to compulsory notification—on the contrary, we 
believe it is good, if brought about in an honest and 
fair manner. Owners of diseased animals are re- 
quired to notify, but their duty is specified by Act 
of Parliament and compensation is provided in the 
form of payment for their losses. Medical practi- 
tioners are obliged to notify some diseases, but an 
Act of Parliament established their duty and pay- 
ment is made for each case notified. 

The veterinary practitioner who is now ordered 
to notify is not paid for his work, and no Act of 
Parliament defines his responsibility. The Board 
of Agriculture has acted without law or justification, 
and we hope the R.C.V.S. will at once take legal 
opinion upon an Order which is apparently ultra 
vires and issued only to satisfy one local authority. 

There is a history to this action which is very 
suggestive and which we think demonstrates its 
illegality and injustice. In 1895 the Board of 
Agriculture wrote to the Council of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons asking if “ they would 
See any objection to the veterinary profession 
being placed with regard to contagious diseases of 
animals in a similar position to that occupied by 
the medical profession under the Infectious Diseases 
(Notification) Act, 1889, it being understood that as 
in that case a small fee would be paid for the noti- 
fication of disease.” 

This communication from a Government Depart- 
ment was of course accepted in good faith. A circu- 
lar was sent to the whole of the practitioners, and 
the answers analysed and tabulated. From them it 
was gathered that a large majority had no objection 
to be treated on the same lines as the medical pro. 
fession, provided that any new law was made 
general and uniform. This proviso was clearly 
necessary, because if compulsory notification was 
enforced in districts, the practitioners just outside 
the boundary would have an unfair advantage over 
those within. Theone would have to risk offending 
a client, the other would be free from compulsion. 

To the letter of the Board the Secretary of the 
R.C.V.S. replied, saying—* there was little objection 
among practitioners to the principle involved in 


gest that to make a compulsory notification Act 
acceptable or even workable it should be general 
and uniform, not permissive.” 

Since this letter was sent no word as to an Act 
of Parliament has been uttered. Clearly the Board 
then kaew that an Act and not an Order was neces- 
sary to enforce compulsory notification. In the 
letter of the Board a fee is promised, and a distinct 
analogy between ourselves and the medical profess- 
ion is drawn in the reference to the Infectious 
Diseases (Notification) Act, 1889. 

There are two reasons for b:lieving that the 
veterinary profession cannot be legally forced to 
notify scheduled diseases. The first is that no 
reference to them can be found in the Diseases of 
Animals Acts. The second is that a practitioner in 
common law would be actionable if he disclosed 
important information affecting his client which 
could only be known to him through the confidence 
of his employer. Doctors, lawyers, and clergymen 
have many curious disclosures made to them by 
clients, and heavy damages have been exacted for 
breach of professional confidence. Veterinary prac- 
titioners in racing stables, in pedigree studs, and 
in ordinary stables see things, which to disclose 
would bea serious breach of confidence. Parlia- 
ment may override such considerations and pass 
an Act absolving professional men from secrecy 
and commanding disclosure. That such power has 
been given to the Board of Agriculture is not ap- 
parent, and until it is evident we shall believe that 
the veterinary surgeon is not bound to notify 
disease which his client is legally compelled to 
report. 

We mistake our colleagues if they accept the 
unfair position created by this Order, and we hope 
the Council will move at once. Our Defence Assoc- 
iation might also be warned in time to support by 
action at law the refusal of any member to submit 
to such gross interference with the liberty of the 
subject. 


THe M’FApyYEAN TESTIMONIAL. . 


On Thursday a meeting of the Committee was 
held at 10 Red Lion Square for finally ——- 
the financial part of this fund. Colonel Duck too 
the chair, and cheques were drawn for the artist 
and all other creditors. A balance remains which 
will be devoted to some additional sn all articles for 
Sir John M’Fadyean’s table ornaments. 

The portraits will be presented on Friday after 
we go to press, so an account of this function will 
uppear next week. One portrait will be given to 
the Council and the other to Sir John, who unfor- 
tunately is only recovering from an attack of influen- 


compulsory notification ..... The Council sug- 


za which renders his presence doubtful. 
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Toe New YEAR. 

With the season has come, as in other years, 
many expressions of good will to Editor and to 
Publishers from our readers. These we acknow- 
ledge and reciprocate, and we again wish them one 
and all A Happy New Year. 


BI-LATERAL GRAVITATION ABSCESSES. 


Subject.—-A smooth-haired fox-terrier who, when 
out with his owners, indulged in a fight with 
another dog. The owners got him away, and as 
he appeared none the worse, did not fully examine 
him until reaching home some time afterwards. 

They then found, on the back, what appeared to 
be an exceedingly small wound, covered by a spot 
of blood which had already dried. The lesion seem- 
ing only trifling, nothing whatever was done. With- 
in a few days, however, some swelling appeared on 
each side of the thorax, and as this steadily in- 
creased I was consulted. I saw the dog, so far asI 
could ascertain, a little more than a week after the 
original injury. 

The lower half of each side of the thorax, a little 
behind the fore limbs, presented a roundish, diffuse 
swelling, some three or four inches in diameter, and 
uniformly firm in consistence. On learning the his- 
tory, and searching for the primary injury I found 
exactly over the spine, about the region of the sixth 
dorsal vertebra, a minute scab which, when re- 
moved, revealed a small wound, just large enough 
to admit a probe, and penetrating completely through 
the skin. A little unhealthy-looking pus could be 
_— through this, but there was no apprecia- 
ble swelling around it, or on the upper half of the 
thorax. Very little pain was shown when pressure 
was applied to either of the two evident swellings, 
and no constitutional symptoms were present. 

Treatment.—Warm moist flannel was kept in 
position, by other bandages, over the swellings, 
which were in addition frequently fomented with 
warm water. This treatment was continued for 
four days, the abscesses at first ‘‘ ripening” very 
slowly. On the fourth day, however, both swel- 
lings had become considerably increased in size —- 
increasing chiefly in an wpward direction towards 
the original wound They were now evidently 
tense with contained fluid, and the dog, too, was 
distinctly beginning to lose both spirits and appetite. 
I therefore freely incised both swellings, obtaining 
from each a considerable amount of thick, dirty, semi- 
sanguineous pus. The appetite and spirits returned 
next day, and with ordinary surgical treatment the 
case made a good recovery. M.R.C.V.S. 


The most complete veterinary college in the world 
will be founded in Chicago under the auspices of the 
University of Illinois, and financed by packing interests. 
Its purpose will he to provide competent inspectors for 
the Union Stock Yards, and other great abattoirs of 
this country and Europe. The packers, it is said, have 
offered President Edmund J. James, of the University 
of Illinois, $250,000 for the first buildings of the college, 
a complete — to be chosen by the faculty of the 
institution, and a ninety-nine year lease of land, which 


’ will be of sufficient area to provide for the growth of the 


new school for at least 100 years.—Chicago Interocean. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


PASSAGE OF SUBSTANCES FROM MOTHER TO Fatus. 


Prof. Bruin has experimented upon the cow and 
goat as to the permeability of Salycilate of soda, 
Silver colloid, and Iodide of potassium with the 
following results 

1. The quantity of amniotic liquor in the cow 
and goat varies at different stages of gestation, and 
has no definite proportion to the weight of the 
foetus. It is most abundant about the middle of 
gestation, and its specific gravity varies from 1007 
to 1011. 

2. There is no regular increase in the amount of 
the allantoid liquor during gestation in the cow. 
Its sp. gr. in cow and goat varies from 1011—1022. 

3. Salicylic acid given as Salycilate of soda by 
the mouth was not foundin either the foetal liquor 
or urine of the foetus. Silver colloid given intra- 
venously was not detected in either the liquor 
blood, urine, or meconium of the foetus. . 

4. Iodide of potassium given by the mouth, was 
found in small quantities in the foetal liquor. 

5. Iodide of potassium introduced into the 
amniotic liquor passed at once into the blood of the 
mother and was recoverable from her urine. 

The same thing happened when the Iodide was 
introduced into the allantoid.—These d’ Ui 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


A meeting took place at the Gresham Hotel, Dublin, 
on Wednesday, 28th November, 1906, at eight o’clock 
p.m. The following members were present : The Presi- 
dent (Mr. J. ae in the chair; Messrs. M. Hed- 
ley, hon. treas. ; C. Allen, hon. sec. ; Prof. G. H. Wool- 
dridge, Prof. J. F. Craig, Messrs. J. V. Daly, W. Cargill 
Patrick, Mullingar ; R. B. Freeman, J. Holland, Atby ; 
W. Chambers, R. W. Flannery, Pr f. J. J. O’Connor, 
J. D. Richardson, J.J. Fleury, M. Barlow, Bray ; J. H. 
Carr, Kingstown ; Prof. G. Dunne, Messrs. W. H. Brad- 
ley, P. J. Howard, Ennis ; T. D. Lambert, jun., J. A. 
Thompson, Lurgan ; and J.B. Dunlop. 

The following visitors were also present : Messrs. M. P. 
Walsh, J. V. Mah ny, B. Hickey, W. J. Moran, E. J. 
Mulligan, A. E. Anderson, and J. Lynch, New Ross. 

The for non-attendance : Messrs. 
B. P. J. Mahony, E. C. Winter, Captain Pallin, A.V.C., 
F. A. Henry, Finlay Kerr, T. D. Lambert, R. H. Lam- 
bert, W. H. Wilkinson, J. A. Jordan, H. Hannan, J. H. 
Pierse, J. H. Norris, J. W. Nolans, J. D. Whitty, 
Colonel Steel, and Colonel Hazleton. 

[t was proposed by Mr. Daly, and seconded by Prof. 
Wooldridge, that as each member had already received 
a printed copy of the minutes, that they be taken as read. 
Passed unanimously. 

Messrs. J. A. Hewson, Innisfallen Hotel, Killarney ; 
and SPpENcER Back, Blackheath, Clontarf, were ballot- 
ed forand duly elected members of the Association. 

Mr. Josepu Lyncu, New Ross, was proposed by Prof. 
J.J. O'Connor, and seconded by J. b. Richardson for 
election asa member of the Association. 
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Report oF CoUNCIL. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen, 

(1) Your Council have not up to the present obtained 
sufficient evidence to satisfy the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
to proceed against a gentleman in this country who is 
practising as a veterinary surgeon, although his name is 
not on the Register of our College, but we hope soon 
to be able to get the evidence the Solicitor has asked for, 
viz., a bill head of the complaint of offender. 

(2) In the case of a person whose name is not on the 
Register of the R.C.V.S. yet was appointed to act as a 
veterinary surgeon at a horse show, the Solicitor (Mr. 
Thatcher) has asked for the address of the secretary of 
the show, we furnished him with it and hope that he will 
immediately take the necessary legal steps to punish the 
offender, thereby aid in protecting the interests of the 
members of our profession. 

(3) In the case of the complaint we sent to the Coun- 
cil of the R.C.V.S., re a sanatorium for dogs, we received 
from their solicitor the following letter : 


31st October, 1906. 
Registration No. 1497. 


Dear Sir,--Your letters of the 7th and 16th August 
and 14th September last addressed to the Secretary, 
were brought before the Registration Committee and 
referred to me. Both advertisements seem to me to 
have been most carefully prepared, but I think the 
words “medically treated,” coupled with the other 
words might bring Mr. —— within section 17. I should 
be very glad if you could have enquiries made to ascer- 
tain if there are any instances in which he has actually 
represented to clients, either verbally or in writing, that 
he has a veterinary qualification, if sufficient can be ob- 
tained, I have an authority to institute a prosecution.— 
Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) Gro. THATCHER. 
James McKenny, Esq. 


And replied as follows, viz. : 
23rd November, 1906. 


Registration No. 1497. 


In poy to your communication of the 31st October 
last I laid your letter before the Council of the 
V.M.A.1. and am instructed to inform you that we have 
no further evidence to submit to you than the following 
advertisements, viz.: On the 2nd of last August, 
“Canine Sanatorium (and then the address is given), 
Dogs cared during absence of owners, also medically 
and sales executed. Particulars 

In the advertisement which appeared on the 11th 
September there is added to the foregoing the following 
announcement : “ Distemper, worm, impotence, chorea, 
sterility, and tonic pills in stock.” The advertisement 
of the Ist November, 1906, is reconstructed, viz., “ Dog 
pills, worm, distemper, chorea, sterility, cough, inipo- 
tence, paralysis and tonic 1s. 6d. and 2s. per box. 
Dogs cared and treated, canine sanatorium.” 

I notice in the two first advertisements the gentleman 
only professes to medically treat dogs, but in the last 
announcement he drops the medical, therefore, it may 
be assumed he ~lso surgically treats dogs, this coupled 
with the fact that he affixes to his name F.S.S. has left 
him open to be convicted if prosecuted. 

Iam ignorant on the law of the case, but consider 
that it is only reasonable that anyone reading the adver- 
tisements would conclude that the person with let- 
ters affixed to his name who virtually advertises to 
medically and surgically treat dogs, is a qualified 
specialist in a branch of the veterinary profession, and 
although he may not set forth that he is a veterinary 
surgeon, he by implicatiun conveys that he is a qualified 


specialist in a branch of veterinary surgery, in fact a 
veterinary surgeon.—Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) James McKenny, M.R.C.V.S. 
Geo. Thatcher, Esq. 


(4). Your Council recommend that you appoint a 
committee to act in conjunction with the Committee 
already appointed by the Irish Central Veterinary 
Medical Association, to wait on Sir Horace Plunkett, re 
the grievances of Local Veterinary Inspectors. 

(5). We received the following letter from the Secre- 
tary (Hugh A. MacCormack) of the C.V.M.A. : 


“The Central Veterinary Medical Society, 
August 27th, 1906. 
J. McKenny, Esq., 


Dear Sir,—I am instructed by my Society to write and 
iuform you that at onr July meeting the following reso- 
lution was passed : “ That the above Society would be 
glad to support your Association in the resolution 
which its Council passed at the last meeting, viz. : 
That the attention of the R.C.V.S., be drawn to the con- 
cluding paragraph of Mr. Dudley-White’s opinion re 
the Amendment of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, that 
they be asked to consider the point in the event of a 
new Act of Parliament or other power being sought.— 
Yours faithfully, (Signed) A. MacCormMack. 


Our reply to the foregoing was as follows, viz. : 

Dear Sir,—-In_ reply to your communication of the 
27th of last August, viz., “That the attention of the 
R.C.V.S. be drawn to the concluding paragraph of Mr. 
Dudley-White’s opinion, etc,” the matter has already 
been submitted to the Council of the R.C.V.S. by us.— 
Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) James McKenny, M.R.C.V.S 
Hugh A. MacCormack, Esq. 


(6) Your Council carefully considered the time which 
meetings should be held, and are of the opinion that the 
present rule on the subject should not be altered. 

(7) We are sincerely sorry to have to announce to you 
that since our last meeting one of our oldest and most 
esteemed members has passed out of this life ; those of us 
who were intimately acquainted with him (Veterinary 
Surgeon T L. Simcocks, of Drogheda) alw-ys found him 
to be a kind-hearted, generous, and true friend. Wenow 
propose that a letter of condolence be sent from this 
Association to his bereaved wife. 

Cuas. ALLEN, //on. Sec. 


Arising out of Report of Council it was resolved that 
Prof.G. Dunne; Messrs. J. A. Thompson, Lurgan ; J. 
Holland, Athy ; J. B. Dunlop, and the President be the 
Committee of this Association, to meet with the Com- 
mittee alrea’y appuinted by the Irish Central Veteri- 
nary Medical Association to wait on Sir Horace Plunkett 
re the grievances of Local Veterinary Inspectors. 

At the request of the President Mr. Joseph Lnych 
attended the meeting to give information re the ap- 

ointment of Dispensary Officer to the Hook and 
esnnnee Districts. Mr. Lynch stated he had been 
elected by the Ramsgrange Agricultural Association to 
perform the duties, and that he accepted the appoint- 
ment at a figure that would be at a loss to himself 
ranging from 1/- to 3/- in accordance with the (P.L.G.) 
valuation of the farmers, first visit to be 2/6, and 1/- 
afterwards, but he did so owing to the opposition he 
received from the practitioners that were established in 
the District, and if they all agreed to uphold the dignity 
of the profession and charge remunerative fees, he 
would give up the appointment, and carry out what- 
ever suitable arrangement might be agreed upon by 
them inthe matter. He (Mr. Lynch) highly approved 
of veterinary dispensaries, that is, if » proper system 
were established. Of course he did not approve of the 
referred to appointment, a fair salary ought to be given 
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and veterinarians elected in accordance to suitability. 
After a further lengthened statement the following 
members addressed the meeting, viz: Messrs. M. Hed- 
ley, J. Holland, Prof. Wooldridge, Prof. Craig, J. H. 
Carr, J. V. Daly, and P. J. Howard. No direct reso- 
lution was passed on the foregoing, as it was con- 
sidered the subject which followed would embrace it. 


Discussion ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO PROFESSIONAL 
Conpuct RELATING To CoNTRACTS, ETC. 


Before opening the discussion it was proposed b 
Prof. Wooldridge that Prof. Craig’s paper be then read, 
and said that the matter had already been brought 
before a former meeting, and in his opinion it was treat- 
ing the essayist with scant courtesy, in that the routine 
and other business of the Association takes place 

revious to the paper and discussion thereon. The 

resident referred him to the rules of the Association, 
and said apparently those who formulated them con- 
sidered that the business of the Associati n should be 
transacted before the participating of its pleasures. 

The PRESIDENT, in opening the discussion, set forth a 
number of complaints made to him by members of the 
profession accusing other practitioners of obtaining 
“ewe by undercutting, trickery, vile insinuations, and 

ase accusations of fellow practitioners and such like 
conduct, as for instance charging people, financially and 
otherwise of the same standing, different fees, some 
twice as much as others for performing similar duties. 
Each of the allegations were upheld by statements of 
facts, the names of the accusers and accused were for 
obvious reasons withheld, but especially as the object at 
present in bringing the matter under the consideration 
of the Association is merely to ascer'ain the most judi- 
cions course to pursue, in a case where reliable evidence 
can be produced to convict a member of the profession, 
of any, or all of the foregoing accusations. 

Messrs. J. H. Carr, M. Hedley, P. J. Howard, and 
R. B. Freeman took part in the discussion, and a letter 
was also read from Professor Mason, Kingstown. Those 
who addressed the meeting on this subject considered 
the described mode of obtaining practice as being most 
disgraceful, but asthe charges were not specifically made 
against any named individual therefore considered the 
accusations too indefinite to take active steps in the 

inatters. 

Two members admitted that in compliance with 
advertised requests to veterinaries to tender for con- 
tracts they cut down their fees and secured the appoint- 
ments; one of these gentlemen frankly stated that he 
did so, as he and an opponent did not agree, and they 
in every way they could got the better of each other. 
The other gentleman expressed regret that he had 
entered into such competitions, but that if he were at 
liberty to mention why he did so, he felt sure the mem- 
bers of the Association would excuse him ; however he 
would not again apply for the appointment unless the 
salary was previously fixed. 

After a lengthened debate the following resolutions 
were adopted on the motion of Prof. Wooldridge, and 
seconded by Mr. Howard. 

(1) “That the Veterinary Medical Association of Ire- 
land consider it derozatory to the veterinary profession 
to be asked to tender for veterinary attendance at com- 
petitive prices, and that public bodies requiring such 
attendance be respectfully asked to fix a salary and in- 
vite application for the posts accordingly, and further 
that members of the profession be asked to abide by the 
spirit of the resolution.” 

(2) Proposed by Mr. Hedley, and seconded by Mr. 
Daly “That as the items of the discussion in reference 
to contracts introduced this evening by the President 
would in all probability be misunderstood by persons 
outside the veterinary profession if the verbatim report 
be sent for publication, it is now decided that such shall 


be withheld, and a general statement introducing the 
resolutions be substituted.” 

The circular letter was read from the Hon. Secretary 
of the Parliamentary Representation enclosing the 
resolutions from the committee of Ways and Means. 

It was decided to refer the three resolutions to Coun- 
cil, and on the motion of Mr. Hedley and seconded by 
Prof. Wooldridge, it was me vaso: decided “ That a 
subscription of £1 1s. be given towards the funds for 
the initial expenses of the Parliamentary Representa- 
tion. 

It was decided that as it was then quarter to ten 
o'clock that Prof. Craig’s paper be taken as read, and 
the discussion on the paper to take place at the January 
meeting. 


CRYPTORCHID CASTRATION. 
By J. F. Crate, M.A., M.R.C.V.S. 


My chief object in de:sling with the subject of cryp- 
torchid castration is to describe the anatomical areas in- 
volved, but I think it will make the paper more inter- 
esting if I include the details of the condition and 
operation. 

In the foetus the testicles are formed from the genital 
ridge at the roof of the abdomen behind the kidneys. 
During development each testicle descends towards the 
internal abdominal ring of its’ own side and _ passes 
through the inguinal canal, dragging with it a cul-de-sac 
of the peritoneum, the tunica vaginalis. This descent 
is directed by means of a fibrous cord attached to the 
testicle, the gubernaculum testis. In the foal at birth 
or within six months afterwards the testicles have 
reached the scrotum. In some animals the descent is 
delayed and the testicles may not appear in the scrotum 
until the first, second, or third year. In a few cases 
they remain in the abdomen or inguinal canal through- 
out life. The term ecryptorchid is applied to an animal 
in which the testicles have not reached the scrotum. 
When only one testicle is present in the scrotum the 
animal is called a monorchid. Strictly speaking this is 
not, but is usually taken as being synonymous with 
“rig.” <A rig isa horse in which one, the scrotal testi- 
cle, has been removed and the other lies in the inguinal 
canal or abdomen. For our purpose we will regard the 
three terms as being identical. 

Cause or Causes of the Condition.—These are not well 
understood. Ina few cases the condition may be ex- 
plained by the appearance of a cyst or tumour in the 
testicle which increases its size and necessarily preven's 
its descent. However, in the large proportion of eryp- 
torchids the testicles are smaller than normal. One 
might refer to an abnormal short attachment of the 
testicle within the abdomen, or to a short vas deferens, 
oreven to a narrow inguinal canal, as producing the 
abnormality. But these conditions have themselves to 
be explained. 

Heredity.—It is worthy of note that some sires leave 
a large number of their offspring cryptorchids, indicating 
that in some cases the condition is hereditary. A case 
is cited by Miiller in which five of the progeny of a stal- 
lion with both testicles retained were either cryptorchids 
or monorchids. It has also occasionally been record 
that this condition has been transmitted by the mare. 
ILobday refers to one case in which a mare gives birth 
on successive occasions to cryptorchids from different 
sires, 

Fertility.—It is often said that a eryptorchid is bar- 
ren, but from all accounts that is not always the case. 
It is well known that a large proportion of the eryptor- 
chids used for stud purposes have been found practl 
cally useless. As evidence against the fertility of cry? 
torchids the rudimentary nature of many of the testicles 
might also be referred to. In section it has been shown 
that the semeniferons tubules are often badly devel: 
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oped at the same time. Spermatozoa in greater or 
lesser numbers have been identitied in a large propor- 
tion of the specimens examined, but that cannot be 
taken as showing that the animals from which they were 
taken would have proved useful sires. Spermatozoa 
abound in the semen of hybrids and yet these animals 
are usually sterile. The number of cryptorchids seen 
year by year is also noticed to vary very considerably. 

Diagnosis.—The cryptorchid is usually recognised by 
the history of not having been previously castrated, and 
of no testicles being present in the scrotum, or in the 
case of the rig of having had only one, the scrotal testi- 
cle removed. The animal becomes restive and even un- 
manageable in the presence of mares, especially during 
the spring months. By referring to the condition of the 
inguinal region, which I will note later on, the diag- 
nosis will be confirmed. In some cases the owner is 
unaware of the previous history of the animal, and may 
be of opinion that it has been castrated untif the symp- 
toms above indicated are shown. Then an examination 
of the inguinal region requires to be made in order to 
eontirm the opinion. 

Time for Operating —It is best to put off the opera- 
tion till the third or fourth year of theZanimal’s life, be- 
cause in some early cases of cryptorchidism the testicles 
reach the scrotum by the second or third year. At the 
same time some special reason (e.g. viciousness of the 
animal) may necessitate the operation before that age. 
The time of year makes little difference in the success 
of the operation provided the hygienic surroundings 
such as house accommodation be good. 

Preparation of the Patient.—-For operation purposes 
the animal is best in poor condition. He should receive 
very limited rations (chiefly green food, laxative diet) 
for a few days prior to the operation, so as to leave the 
abdomen as empty as possible. On the day of the 
operation no food and only a little water should be 
offered. 

of Instruments.—The instruments re- 
=— include a sharp scalpel and dressing forceps, a 

irector, two pairs of artery forceps, an ecraseur with two 
chains in case of accident, needles and silk, two towels 
and some cotton wool: These must be boiled in water for 
10 or 15 minutes. Three clean vessels are needed for 
holding antiseptic solutions, two for, say, 24 per cent. 
carbolic lotion, and a third for 2 per cent. creolin lotion. 
Of the first two vessels one is required for the instru- 
ments, the other for holding the antiseptic lotion to 
wash the area involved and for the treatment of the 
wound during operation. Some of the sterilised cotton 
wool is used also for the latter purpose as a sponge. 
The creolin solution is employed for the preparation 
of the area as well as a sterilised sponge, nail brush 
and soap. 

Method of Casting is very important. Various means 
are taken to secure the patient, such as side lines, 
hobbles, or both, depending on the preference of the 
operator. In most cryptorchid operations in this 
country the animal is put on his back : on the Conti- 
nent the side position is also adopted. The latter does 
not make the operation so easy to the operator. In the 
poe in which the animal is placed on his back the 

ind limbs are separated as much as possible to give 
the operator room to work. 

In older patients the animal is frequently put down 
with hobbles, the chain slackened, and the side lines put 
on in the usual way ; then the hind fetlocks connected 
together by a rope which passes over the back and_ the 
metatarsi of the same limbs further connected in a 
similar way. Thus the hind limbs are well separated. 
One of the best means of securing the patient was des- 
cribed by Mr. Donald, of Wigton, in The Journal oy 
Comparative Pathology, vol. 1, p. 334. When the ani- 
mal is put on his back he is supported at the side by 


bags of straw, and chloroformed. The place chosen 
for casting should be either an open grass field or a 
clean straw bed in the open or in a roomy loose box. 

Operation.---As the animal is being anesthe ised, the 
operation area should be attended to. First the dirt is 
removed from the feet of the horse, and after the opera- 
tion area has been prepared the hind limbs are covered 
with the sterilised towels which are further saturated 
with carbolic lotion to prevent the operation wound from 
becoming infected. Any long hair of the region is re- 
moved with scissors. The skin of the penis, the scro- 
tum and groin must be washed well with soap and 
creolin solution, and later douched with the carbolic 
lotion. The hands of the operator must also be care- 
fully prepared, the nails cleaned, the hands thoroughly 
| scrubbed and washed with soap and creolin solution and 
| afterwards rinsed in 24 per cent. carbolic lotion. 
| 


When the area is ready, the site of the operation must 
be chosen. 

| Anatomy of the Area.—Along the middle line from 
the opening of the prepuce to the anus a dark line or 
raphé ex'ends. The scrotum, when present, is crossed by 
this line about seven inches behind the opening of the 
prepuce. Inthe eryptorchid there is no sac representing 
the scrotum. The gelding is easily distinguished from 
the cryptorchid by the fact that there is a small scar 
about one inch on either side of the median raphé about 
six or seven itches behind the opening of the sheath 
and it is lodged in a digital depression produced by the 
traction of the spermatic cord upon the skin to which 
it has become attached. Sometimes a scar is present 
over this point indicating the position of a former 
operation, but if the depression be not present then the 
operation has probably been unsuccessful. Again, 
where castration has been performed, as a rule the re- 
mains of the spermatic cord may be traced from the 
cicatrix to the external abdominal ring. In passing the 
hand over this area outwards from the median raphé 
along the line of junction of thigh and abdomen one 
first meets a prominent ridge which connects the side of 
the fore part of the prepuce with the inner aspect of 
the thigh. This is formed by a subcutaneous strong 
yellow fibrous cord. Further outwards is a sharper 
ridge which is directed from the abdomen backward and 
inward to the thigh. This ridge marks the outer 
boundary of the external abdominal ring and lies about 
five inches from the middle line. In the flexed condi- 
tion of the limb these ridges can be felt but not 
seen. They can only be shown up when the limb is 
extended. The inner coinmissure of the ring may be 
made ont only in animals in poor condition at the 
side of the prominence formed by the penis and near 
the meeting of the penis with the thigh. If the hand 
be passed upwards along the inner side of the thigh 
towards the abdomen to the inner side of the outer 
ridge, the finger may be pushed for some distance 
through the external abdominal ring into the inguinal 
canal. Thus the canal can be explored to discover 
the presence of a testicle within it. By paying atten- 
tiod to the above guide lines one can ascertain on which 
side the testicle has not been removed and whether the 
inguinal does or does not contain a testicle. The exami- 
nation is most satisfactory only when the animal is in 
poor condition. When the animal becomes fat, a large 
amount of adipose tissue accumulates in this region. In 
animals in poor condition also the superficial inguinal 
lymphatic glands can be felt as a smal] irregular mass 
at the side of the prepuce in front of the external ab- 
dominal ring. The skin over this area is thin, dark 
pigmented and only sparsely covered with hairs. It 
contains large numbers of sebaceous and sweat glands. 
Underneath it, and especially over the inner side of the 
external abdominal ring and along the side of the pre- 
puce there is a considerable amount of fibro-fatty 
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tissue. This tissue partly obscures the ring and 
covers the veins, arteries, and nerves in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

The external abdominal ring is the outer opening of 
the inguinal canal. It is slit-like in shape and directed 
forward and outwards. Its inner angle or commissure is 
placed at the side of the penis and prepubic tendun about 
eight inches behind the opening of the prepuce. The 
outer angle may be ascertained as already indicated in 
the living animal. The length of the opening varies 
very considerably ; in the average case it is about four 
inches. The posterior bound:ry of the ring is formed 
by the lower Seoiher of Poupart’s ligament, the reflected 
portion of the external abdominal oblique tendon. This 

igament is continuous below with the fascia on the 
inner side of the thigh. Hence the hand passed along 
the inner side of the thigh at the point already men- 
tioned can be pushed directly into the inguinal canal 
The anterior pillar or commissure of the external ab- 
dominal ring is formed by the fleshy belly of the internal 
abdominal oblique muscle. This muscle is exposed for 
a distance of one to two inches in front of the ring. At 
either commi-sure of the ring the thin tendon of the ex- 
ternal abdominal oblique muscle joins Poupart’s liga- 
ment. Through the ring pass the external pudic artery, 
a sma!l vein, the inguinal nerves and lymphatic vessels. 

Blood-vessels. The external pudic artery leaves the in- 
guinal canal at the inner commissure of the external 
abdominal ring, and after a course of two or three 
inches outside the ring over the penis it divides in the 
midst of a plexus of veins into the subcutaneous abdo- 
minal artery and the anterior dorsal artery of the penis. 

The subcutaneous abdominal artery passes forward 
at the side of the prepuce in company with a satellite 
vein through the substance of the superficial inguinal 
lymphatic glands and separates into several branches 
close to the opening of the prepuce. One small vessel 
detached near the origin of the subcutaneous abdominal 
artery or directly from the external pudic, courses out- 
wards directly in front of the external abdominal ring 
in company with a large vein in the direction of the fore 
part of the thigh and courses over the external commis- 
sure of the ring. 

The anterior dorsal artery of the penis passes to the 
dorsal aspect of that organ over a plexus of veins and 
there divides into an anterior branch which is directed 
ina flexuous manner through the free portion, and a 
posterior branch which travels backwards along the fixed 
portion of the penis. 

Veins.—The veins of this area are large and form a 
rich and complicated plexus near the inner commissure 
of the external abdominal ring. Two or three vessels 
begin near the opening of the prepuce and run back- 
wards and outwards along the sheath towards the 
external abdominal ring where they join with the large 
veins passing forwards from the back of the thigh at the 
side of the penis. Sometimes a branch from the internal 
saphena vein joins the plexus. 

Another large vein begins near the anterior border of 
the thigh and passes inwards over the outer commissure 
of the external abdominal 1ing in company with a small 
artery already mentioned and in front of the ring, to 
unite with the venous plexus. 

This plexus of large veins goes to forin the external 
pudic vein on the inner aspect of the external abdominal 
ring and behind the external pudic artery. The main 
portion of this vessel pierces the tendon of origin of the 
gracilis about one or two inches behind the inner com- 
missure of the external abdominal ring and enters the 
femoral vein. A small branch only usually ascends in 
od inguinal canal in company with the external pudic 
artery. 

_ The inguinal nerves and lymphatic vessels leave the 

inguinal canal in company with the external pudic 

artery. One nerve, however, gains exit from the canal 


near the outer commissure and thence passes forwards 
and inwards towards the side of prepuce. 

Were the spermatic cords in position it would pass 
out of the inguinal near the centre of the external abdo- 
minal ring. The depth of tissue over the external abdo- 
minal ring, especially in its outer half is not more than 
two inches. 

The inguinal canal is an oblique passage in the 
abdominal wall. It is not more than three or four 
inches in length from its inner opening, the internal 
abdominal ring, to its outer opening, the external abdo- 
minal ring. It is slightly curved in its course, the con- 
cavity of the curve being directed forwards. In the 

osition in which the animal lies on its back the canal 
Rod downwards, forwards, and slightly outwards from 
its outer to its inner opening. This passage is flattened 
from before to behind, and is usually three or four 
inches wide. The width decreases towards the abdo- 
minal opening. The anterior boundary is formed by the 
fleshy belly of the internal abdominal oblique muscle 
and the posterior boundary by the strong fibrous mem- 
brane which composes Poupart’s ligament. The anterior 
wall separates the canal from the abdominal cavity. It 
decreases in thickness from the external to the internal 
openings. At the external ring it is from three-quarters 
to one inch thick, made up chiefly of the internal 
abdominal oblique muscle, but also of the thin trans- 
versalis abdominis and the peritoneum. The fibres of 
the internal abdominal oblique muscle are directed from 
the external angle of the ilium to the _— tendon, 7.e, 
transversely in front of the canal. The external pudic 
artery, the small vein, and the inguinal lymphatic 
vessels and nerves lie along the inner margin of the 
ssage. When present the spermatic cord enclosed in 
its serous membrane, the tunica vaginalis, occupies the 
central portion of the canal. The remaining space of 
the canal is filled with loose connective tissue which 
binds together the various structures passing through it, 
This connective tissue is broken down when the hand is 
being forced through the canal. 

The internal abdominal ring lies at the inferior third 
of the side of the entrance to the pelvis, about one 
hand’s breadth from the middle line of the pelvic fioor. 
It is covered with peritoneum, so that in order to reach 
the abdominal cavity from the inguinal canal, the serous 
membrane must first be pierced. Itis a slit-like open- 
ing or cleft which is smaller and not so well-defined as 
the external opening. Its posterior and outer boundary 
is formed by the edge of the internal oblique muscle 
and its anterior and inner border by Poupart’s ligament 
as it passes over the sublumbar muscles. In front of 
the ring lie the intestines, especially the small intestines, 
and on the left side the second and third portions of the 
double colon, and the small colon. The external pudic 
artery enters the ring on its inner side and in company 
with the small vein the lymphatic vessels and inguinal 
nerves. The prepubie artery divides at the inner side 
of the internal abdominal ring into the external pudic 
artery which descends through the inguinal canal, and 
the posterior abdominal artery. This latter vessel 
courses forw»rds and outwards above the internal abdo- 
minal oblique along the abdominal floor in front of the 
inguinal canal. 

The constituents of the spermatic cord when present 
as in the inguinal cryptorchid meet at the entrance to 
the inguinal canal. e —- into the pouch of the 
"sana (tunica vaginalis) which encloses the cord is 

ere seen about the centre of the ring. It will usually 
admit of the entrance of a single finger. 

The structures entering into the formation of the 
cord are the spermatic vessels and nerves, the artery and 
vein of the cord, the vas deferens and the cremaster 
muscle. The spermatic vessels and nerves lie along the 
anterior free border of the cord and the vas deferens and 
cremaster muscle forms the posterior portion of this 
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structure. The vas deferens is continuous with the 
epididymis. It is a tube about the thickness of a go >se 
quill. From the internal abdominal ring it is directed 
backwards and upwards to reach the dorsal aspect of the 
urinary bladder in the pelvis. Through its course in the 
pelvis it is attached to the side walls of the cavity by 
means of a short peritonea] fold. Above the bladder 
it becomes united to its fellow of the opposite side by 
means of a triangular double fold of peritoneum, 
Douglass’ fold. This fold lies between the rectum and 
the bladder. In all cases of cryptorchidism this posi- 
tion of the vas deferens within the pelvis is fairly con- 
stant, and advantage may therefore be taken of it for 
ascertaining the position of the testicle in difficult cases 
of cryptorchid operation. In abdominal cryptorchids, 
rectal exploration is of service in the preliminary exam- 
ination of the animal, and afterwards during the opera- 
tion to gain some information with regard to the posi- 
tion of the testicle The internal abdominal] ring 
should first be identified and then the pelvic wall exam- 
ined from that point backwards. The testicle may 
occasionally be recognised in this way, especially if it lies 
near the entrance to the canal. 

*The testicles of inguinal or abdominal cryptorchids 
are usually very flabby and not infrequently smaller 
than normal. A flabby abdominal testicle is difficult to 
distinguish from bowel unless carefully examined. Its 
limits are better defined and the corrugated feel of the 
blood vessels and the epididymis are marks of identi- 
fication. Sometimes these testicles are large and con- 
tain cysts. 

In a horse examined in the standing position the 
testicle may escape observation, even though the in- 
guinal canal is explored with the hand as high up as 
possible, yet when the animal is put on his back mani- 
pulation reveals the presence of the testicle in the canal. 
Again, one of the scrotal testicles may be so small that 
it is only when the regio. outside the external abdomi- 
nal ring is examined after the horse has been put down 
that it is recognised. This is especially the case when 
the other testicle is exceptionally large. Occasionally 
the epididymis lies in the canal enclosed in the tunica 
vaginalis while the testicle is situated within the 
abdomen. 

The abdominal testicle is always attached to the 
abdominal roof or side wall of the pelvis by a peritoneal 
fold. It usually lies near the internal abdominal ring, 
sometimes in the pelvis and occasionally a little way 
behind the kidney. Rarely it has been noted near the 
di:phragm. 

Incision.—One must first make perfectly certain that 
the testicle is inguinal or abdominal in position by the 
methods above described. The outer limit of the inci- 
sion should be chosen about five inches from the middle 
line and about six inches behind the level of the opening 
of the prepuce over the outer boundary of the external 
sidsisten! dias, Hence the incision should be carried 
backwards and inwards for a distance of about four 
inches (or for the distance required for the entrance of 
the hand) immediately in front of the line of meeting of 
thigh and abdomen. ‘The depth of the incision required 
to reach the external abdominal ring is not more than 
one inch. The only care which requires to be taken is 
of the large vein and small artery which lie in front of 
the ring. The plexus of veins and the external pudic 
artery are not interfered with. One may first incise the 
skin and subcutaneous fascia with the knife or tear 


through the latter with the fingers, taking care of the | 


vein and small artery in front of the ring. The knife is 
then laid aside and the hand arranged in a cone is used 
for the exploration of the canal. If the testicle be in- 
guinal in position it is easily reached, surrounded by 
the tunica vaginalis, taken up and excised by means of 
the ecraseur. It is well to be certain that the testicle 
and not the epididymis alone is being removed. If the 
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latter alone be found in this position, the abdominal 
cavity must be searched. If the testicle be abdominal 
in position, thereare two methods of operating. 

Belyian Method.— After cutting down upon the 
external abdominal ring as above noted, the hand alone 
is used to open into the abdominal cavity. The fingers 
of the hand are arranged in the form of a cone and by a 
semirotating and propelling movement thrust through 
the canal, breaking down the loose connective tissue in 
the way. The direction of the canal is to be carefully 
noted. The elbow of the operator on that account is 
directed towards the pubic symphysis, «nd the fingers of 
the same arm point towards the external angle of the 
ilium of the side operated on. When the internal 
abdominal ring is reached the hand will have been 
passed through the skin wound to near the base of the 
thumb. Then the bowels are felt through the peritoneum 
in frontof thecanal. By passing the hand through the 
canal in this way, the vessels along the inner margin of 
the canal are avoided. The peritoneum is then punc- 
tured with the finger to the outer side of the internal 
abdominal ring. The opening thus is enlarged by tear- 
ing in order to admit at first of the entrance of two 
or three fingers. These fingers are inserted into the 
abdominal cavity to search for the testicle near the 
internal abdominal ring. The testicles are frequently 
found near or at the entrance to the pelvis, and on that 
account the operator should not be in a huny to make 
the opening into the abdominal cavity any larger than 
he can help. Care should be taken to examine the ring 
at the inner side of the surgical opening for any evidence 
of a neck of a tunica vaginalis which may have esca 
detection in the passage through the inguinal canal. If 
the testicle cannot-be found in this way the openin 
should be widened and the whole hand passed throu 
it and the testicle searched for at the entrance to the 
pelvis. The operator will also be aided in his opera- 
tion by an assistant inserting his hand into the rectum 
and so giving an idea of the relation of parts. <A 
change in the position of the animal from the recum- 
bent to the lateral position is at times all that is neces- 
sary to bring the testicles near to the internal abdominal 
ring. If with all this exertion no testicle be found, the 
hand should now be passed back from the internal ab- 
dominal ring into the pelvis between the rectum and the 
urinary bladder to reach Douglass’ fold. From this fold 
the vas deferens may be traced forward as a fine cord 
(about the size of a goosequill) until it terminates at 
the epididymis and testicle. The testicle should then be 
pulled through the surgical wound to the surface and 
excised with the ecraseur. If there be two abdominal 
testicles they may be removed from the one side, but it 
is chiefly recommended to operate from both sides, re- 
moving the second testicle some time after the first. 

In some cases the attachment of the testicle is very 
short within the abdomen or pelvis and cannot be 
drawn into the canal. [t must. therefore be taken away 
with the ecraseur in thecavity. If a large cyst prevents 
the testicle from being pulled into the inguinal canal, 
it should be punctured and the testicle is then drawn to 
the surface of the external wound and excised. 

The chloroform muzzle is then withdrawn from the 
nose of the animal. The wound is douched with car- 
bolic lotion. If the internal wound has been a large 
one the inguinal canal should be stopped with a pledget 
of aseptic wool, and the external wound is closed by 
three or four interrupted sutures of silk. It is hardly 
n0ssible to put in satisfactory sutures, on closing the 
inguinal canal, through in Poupart’s ligament and the 
internal abdominal oblique. The back and loin stra 
are next removed and the patient laid on the side. The 
animal is kept down until the effects of the chloroform 
have passed off in order to prevent struggling when 


rising. Heis then taken to a previously prepared loose- 
box. The bedding of this box should be quite clean and 
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on it sprinkled some antiseptic fluid. Only alittle hay 
and water is allowed the animal till night when a 
tran mash may be given. During the first night the 
animal should be examined at intervals in case of the 
descent of the bowel. 

After treatment.—The patient should be exercised 
daily for an hour, he should be kept slack for a few days 
and his diet should be laxative, consisting for the most 
. part, if possible, of green food. On the second day the 
outer stitches and cotton wool are removed and the 
wound daily washed out with an antiseptic solution 
such us two per cent. solution of creolin or 24 per cent. 
carbolic lotion until completely healed. 

The bad results which may occur are—(a) Peritonitis 
due to infection of the peritoneun: during or after the 


operation ; (6) hernia of the bowel, due to the presence | 


of a large wound and proper precautions not being taken 
to prevent the bowel coming down, e.g. the pledget of 
cotton wool not being inserted. As a rule the pres- 
sure of the abdominal contents upon the internal 
oblique abdominal muscle is sufficient to close the open- 
ing, but where the manipulation through the wound 
bas been very great the boundaries of the canal are no 
doubt weakened ; (c) occasionally a scirrhous cord, as in 
ordinary castration. This latter should be avoided if 
the after treatment of the wound has been properly car- 
ried out ; (d@) Paraphimosis and the sequel of ordinary 
castration. 

Danish Method.—Here the first incision is made 
about one or two inches further outwards than in the 
Belgian method and carried through the skin and sub 
cutaneous tissue. Then an opening is made in the 
external abdominal oblique muscle parallel to and in 


front of the external abdominal ring. This opening is 
slit like, made with the director and in the same direc- 
tion as the fibres of the muscle. The incision is made 
nearer to the external cou.missure of the ring in order to 
avoid the posterior abdominal vessels. It should be 
sufficiently large to admit the entrance of two fingers 
or the whole hand. Then the transversalis abdominal ten- 
don and peritoneum are punctured with the finger, and 
the wound enlarged by tearing. First, two or three 
fingers are passed through this wound upwards and in- 
wards for two to four inches to reach the internal abdo- 
minal ring at the side of the entrance to the pelvis and 
search for the testicles. Later the wound may be en- 
larged and the whole hand if necessary introduced into 
the abdomen. Then the testicle is to be searched for as 
in the previous method. After the testicles are re- 
moved the wound in the internal abdominal oblique 
muscle is closed by interrupted sutures. The rest of 
the proceedure is as for the Belgian operation. 

In the Danish method of operating there is a greater 
danger of hernia of the bowel through the external 
wound, not only during but after the operation. The 
greater part of the operation can, however, be observed 
from the outside. 


A vote of thanks was unanimously passed to Prof. 
Craig for the report on the Public Health Conference 
which took place at Cork. 

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the 
President, which was duly acknowledged. 


Cuas. ALLEN, Hon. See. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (ineinding Cares Sheep} gwine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-]| Out- | Slangh 
breaks} mals. jbreaks) mals. jbreaks} mals. Dogs. orner breaks. | tere. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Dec. 22 } 22 | 34 wy | se] 28 | 
1905 .. 20 25 25 39 37 15 133 
Corresponding week in {1904 .. 23 37 23 36 49 14 73 
1908 ..} 16 | 24 29 | 48 93 | 24 84 
Total for 51 week, 1906 aa ee | 915 1291 1057 1982 510 1243 T117 
1905 .. | 954 | 1298 1193 208 893 | 802 | 3817 
Corresponding period in 1904 .. | 998 1507 1486 2598 1314 1175 5530 
1908 .. | 748 1119 1432 2455 1714 1457 7828 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 25, 1906. 
IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 15 10 | 3 36 
1905... 1 1 1 1 1l 1 
Corresponding Week in 1904 ..] .. oe oe oe 8 1 10 
1t.. | 6] 1s 
Total for 50 weeks, 1906... 4 8 8 | 16 240 | 95 | 1091 
1905... 4 6 80 101 312 137 1416 
Corresponding period in 1904 .. 4 7 11 34 ne -- [436 7 300 | 4115 
1903. .. 3 10 4 6 2 na 576 305 4108 


Epizootic Lymphangitis; Week ending Jan. 27, 1906, 1 case. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec. 20, 1906. 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infectiou 


 Norsz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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Veterinary Dispensaries in Ireland. 


The usual monthly meeting of the Queen’s County 
Committee of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
was held on Tuesday at the Courthouse, Maryborough. 
Sir Algernon Coote, Bart., H.M.L., presided. 

The following appeared ‘on the agenda paper :—- 

Notice of Motion by Daniel Quigley, Esq., Co. C., 
viz:—“I will move, or some other member will move for 
me, that in the framing of the next Scheme for Agricul- 
tural and Technical Education in this county it is de- 
sirable, in accordance with the expressed wish of the 
ratepayers generally, that a portion of the funds at the 
disposal of the Committee be allocated for the purpose 
of providing cheap Veterinary assistance for the poorer 
class of ratepayers, and that a sum at least £300 be set 
aside for such purposes.” 

Notice of Motion by R. J. Campion, Esq., Co. C :— 
“That with reference to the Departinent’s letter, dated 
29th October, re the Committee’s proposal for the estab- 
lishment of Veterinary Dispensaries, the Committee are 
of opinion that as the Department exists principally for 
the improvement of Agriculture and Live Stock, the 
first duty of the Department should be to place every 
proper means at the disposal of the poorer classes of 
stockowners to preserve the lives and health of their 
animals, the loss of which, in the words of Department’s 
Veterinary Inspector (Professor Mason), might reduce 
them to beggary: We, therefore, in view of the enormous 
capital invested in Live Stock in the country, the com- 
parative poverty of the majority of farmers, and the 
great difficulty and expense of procuring necessary Vet- 
erinary assistance, consider it the duty of the Depart- 
ment to take immediate steps to obtain the sanction of 
the Legislature to utilise portion of the funds at their 
disposal for the purpose of providing proper Veterinary 
aid for the poorer cade of stock owners, at cheap rates, 
as an insurance against the continuous and heavy losses 
to which the chief industry of the country is at present 
a Copies to be sent to the Chief Secre ary, Mr. 
Jobn Redmond, County M.P.’s, and County representa- 
tives on Council of Agriculture.” 

Mr. Quigley, by leave, withdrew his motion in favour 
of that standing in the name of his friend, Mr. Campion. 

_ Mr. Campion, in moving his motion, said he had con- 
sidered that there was something wanting in that given 
by-Mr. Quigley. He believed that a veterinary scheme 

would be of more advantage than all the other schemes 
for which they were paying such fabulous prices. In his 
own district the people were in great want of veterinary 
assistance, no veterinary surgeon being available at a 
less distance than 10 miles. He had a lot of experience 
of the losses sustained by poor pcople in live stock. The 
barley crop would not be much improved by Mr. Caie, 
nor would the Horticultural Instructor bring much im- 
provement in the condition of the people by planting 
apple trees. If they had veterinary surgeons, it would 
be cne of the greatest improvement. He now brought 
forward the motion to see if the Department would, or 
would not, work in conjunction with the Committee in 
pressing on the Government for a change in the law. If 
the Department would not agree to this, he for one 
would be for the abolition of the schemes altogether and 
patting the money to some other use, or leaving it in the 
ands of the ratepayers. Having given statistics as 
regards small holdings throughout the country, Mr. Cam- 
pion said it was only when their animals were on the 
point of death that such poor people called in a_veter- 
inary surgeon at present. The capital invested in live 
stock in the country was between 50 and 100 millions 
sterling, and he thought they ought to provide for the 
safety of the animals representing such a sum. In a 
country such as France £118,000 was set aside for the 
purposes of veterinary assistance. If they had about 50 


dispensary districts in Lreland, it would only cost 
£12,500, and he di! not believe that it would be neces- 
sary to give as much as £200 each to the veterinary sur- 
geons as a subsidy in addition to their private practice. 

Mr. Brennan, Clontico, seconded the motion. 

The Chairman said if they wished to send the resolu- 
tion to the Chief Secretary and Mr. Redmond the first 
half of it might be better omitted, and then probably all 
the Committees in Ireland would adopt it. 

Mr. Campion agreed to this suggestion, the resolution 
to then commence: “In view of the enormous capital,” 
etc. 
Mr. Quigley said in their replies to former resolutions 
the Department had always held up the bogey of the 
cost of establishing dispensaries. hot the public were 
looking for was the man not the dispensary. 

The resolution, as amended on the suggestion of the 
Chairman, was passed unanimously, and it was further 
agreed to send copies of it to the various County Com- 
mittees for adoption.—7'he Nationalist and Leinster 


Times. 


Working a Lame Horse. 


At the Weston County Police Court on Dec. 29th, 
Walter Weston, of 18 Peter Street, Bath, was summoned 
for cruelly ill-t: eating a horse by working it in an unfit 
state on November 29th. Thomas Hawkins, of Oldfield 
Park, owner of the animal, was summoned for having 
caused the borse to be so worked, and Archibald Bris- 
tow, of 14, Lower Borough Walls, Bath, farrier, was 
similarly summoned. This case had been adjourned for 
a fortnight.—Mr. F. Glover prosecuted on behalf of the 
RS.P.C.A., who instituted proceedings, and Mr. H. 
Hookway defended. The three cases were taken 
together, and Mr. Glover said that the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals looked upon the 
case as an important one of its kind and for this reason. 
Not only was the cruelty to the horse alleged to be of a 
serious character, but it introduced a new element in 
this neighbourhood and which was not very general 
anywhere, by summoning Bristow, who was a farrier in 
Bath and who did some doctoring to horses. He was 
not a veterinary surgeon, and he (Mr. Glover) did not 
suggest that he h«d infringed the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act so far as to incur any penalties. But the point with 
regard to Bristow was this, that after having taken 
upon himself to doctor or attend to the horse and then 
to make certain recommendations and give certain in- 
structions to the owner in regard to the working of the 
horse, Bristow must take the responsibility which 
attached to his action. The same thing would apply if 
he were a regular veterinary surgeon, provided it was 
not a mere error of judgment or ao incorrect opinion, 
From the circumstances which would be laid before the 
Bench, they would see that from first to last Weston 
and Hawkins sheltered themselves behind Bristow’s 
advice. Relating to the facts of the case, Mr. Glover 
caid that Weston was the driver of the horse and he was 
seen by P.S. Blackmore werking the borse along the 
towing path of the river at Twerton Locks. The horse 
was pulling a barge laden with timber. The police 
officer saw that the animal was in a very exhausted and 
distressed state and very lame, so much so that the 
Police Sergeant ordered Weston to unhitch the horse, 
and the animal was then brought to a stable attached to 
the Windsor Castle. Owing to its condition it was 
obliged to remain there for two or three days. Mr. 
Tonar, veterinary surgeon, was called in and attended 
the horse. Weston said, in conversation, that he had 
worked the horse up from Bristol, having had to work 
it down on the previous Monday. Mr. Glover went on 


to say that he had anthority for upholding a conviction 
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against a veterinary surgeon who had directed or given 
his authority to the working of the horse when know- 
ingly to himself the horse was in an t state. 

P.S. Blackmore said that at 3.45 gm the afternoon in 
uestion, near the Twerton Locks, he saw the defendant 

eston in charge of a bay horse attached to a canal boat 
laden with timber. The animal was going very lame 
in the near fore-leg. He stopped it and told Weston 
that the horse was very lame. Weston said it fell lame 
the other side of Newton Bridge, but it had not done 
any work since the previous Monday. The horse had 
been lame before in that leg. It had been attended by 
Mr. Bristow, farrier, of Bath. Witness ordered the horse 
to be taken out as it was not in a state to go even a short 
distance. 

Thomas Roberts, Inspector R.S.P.C.A., stationed at 
Weston-super-Mare, said he examined the horse on 
December Ist. It was extremely lame on the near fore- 
leg and the animal was very old. In a conversation 
with the man Weston, he told him (witness) that he had 
better see his boss(Mr. Hawkins) and Mr. Bristow, who 
knew all about it as he had been blistering it. Witness 
subsequently saw Hawkins, and defendant said he took 
no responsibility, but told him (witness) to go and see 
his man. Hawkins admitted giving instructions to 
Weston to work the horse, but not before he had the 

rmission of the veterinary surgeon. Witness asked 
im who was the veterinary surgeon, and Hawkins re- 
plied Bristow, who doctored horses and he had been 
doctoring that horse. Before he sent him out Bristow 
said the horse could go. Witness subsequently saw 
Bristow, who made a statement which he (Bristow) 
signed. The statement was to the effect that he had 
attended to the horse for the previous ten weeks. He 
advised Hawkins to rest-the animal after he had blis- 
tered it, as the horse did not seem to get on without a 
blister, as owing to an accident it kept breaking down 
all the time. Hawkins brought the horse to him after 
two months’ rest, and he (Bristow) tuld him to give it 
another week, which Hawkins was willing todo. Haw- 
kins brought it at the week’s end, and he (Bristow) told 
him that he could work it. Hawkins acted entirely on 
his instructions. In his opinion, in the first place the 
tendon of the near fore-leg was ruptured and its fore- 
feet were slightly contracted. He did not think Haw- 
kins would have worked the horse unless he (Bristow) 
had told him. Bristow subsequently said that he 
bought the horse for a cabman two or three years ago, 
but as it was not good enough for the cabman he sold it 
to Mr. Hawkins, as he (Bristow) thought it would do for 
his work because they were not quite so particular on 
the Canal. 

Frederick Tonar, veterinary surgeon, said the horse 
was very old, but in a fair condition on December Ist. 
On its near fore-leg ke found the back tendon enlarged 
and warm, which showed chronic inflammation. The 
horse had been and would always be lame. The skin 
was thickened by strong irritants. The horse should 
not have been worked whether blistered or not. He 
again examined the horse on December 10. It was still 
lame. The horse was totally unfit for work, and the 
only thing to do with it was to destroy it. From what 
he saw on December 1, he judged that it was cruel to 
work the horse on the previous Thursday. The horse 
must have started lame. 

In answer to Mr. Hookway, witness said that they 
could see more lame horses in Bristol in one day than 
oe could in Bath in twelve months. 

. A. Welch, M.R.C.V.S., who had also examined the 
animal, gave corroborative evidence. 

Mr. Hookway asked whether the magistrates would 
consent to inspect the animal, and the Bench retired 
for this purpose. 

On returning into Court Mr. Hookway said he was 
instructed that at the time the animal started on the 


journey it showed no signs of lameness. The horse on 
the 1st of October was taken by Hawkins to Bristow 
for him to see the animal, as it had shown lameness in 
the fetlock joint. Bristow advised Hawkins to take the 
horse home, rest it, and apply hot bandages. At the 
end of a week the horse was again taken to Bristow, 
who then advised that the animal should be given a 
long rest, suggesting a period of six weeks. Previously, 
however, Bristow blistered the horse. At the end of 
the six weeks the horse was tried up and down outside 
Bristow’s premises, ard the animal then appeared to 
show no sign of lameness. On the return journey the 
horse, in going up aslight incline near Newton Bridge 
fell lame, and undoubtedly the driver then comn:itted 
a grave error of judgment in working the horse, as he 
had been given instructions by his employer that should 
the horse show any sign of lameness he was to stop it, 
and not work it. 

The defendant Bristow substantially bore out Mr. 
Hookway’s statement, and stated that he told Hawkins 
on Nov. 24th that the horse was fit to do light work. 
He had no idea where the horse was going. 

Hawkins, canal carrier, considered that the animal 
was fit to goon a journey to Bristol. In answer to Mr. 
Stanley Wills, defendant admitted that the horse was 
lame when trotting that day. 

The defendant Weston said that he was told when he 
took the horse out that if it showed any lamenes he had 
to bring it home. The first time he saw any sign of 
lameness was on the return journey at Newton Bridge. 

Francis Large, of Odd Down, a boatman in the em- 
ploy of Hawkins, and J. Parsons, of 12 Junction Road, 
Oldfield Park, were also called in support of the 
defence. 

The Bench retired, and on returning the magistrates 
fined Weston 10s. to cover costs, or seven days, and 
Hawkins £2 and costs. The magistrates considered 
that Bristow had not brought bimself within the arm of 
the law. Any advice he gave he gave in a general way, 
and not in regard to the particulir journey on whic 
it was intended to send the horse. The care against 
iim was dismissed.—Bath Daily Chronicle. 


Preserved Imported Foods in Manchester. 


We have received a copy of a report on “ Preserved 
Imported Foods” which has recently been presented to 
the chairman and members of the central markets and 
abattoirs sub-committee of the City of Manchester. The 
report is signed by Prof. 8. De'épine and printed with 
it are some observations made by the Chief Veterinary 
Inspector of the Manchester Corporation Markets 
Department, Mr. A. Holburn, M.R.C.V.S. The samples 
procured and submitted to examination included tins 
of compressed cooked corned beef, a keg of cooked 
tripe in preservative fluid, a pint of preservative finid 
taken from a large cask of uncooked tripe, a piece of 
the tripe after being cooked, and a box of frozen minced 
veal. The report is regarded as calculated, in the words 
of the veterinary inspect r, “to relieve us at once of 
any cause of alarm.” The results of the examination of 
the samples of American cannei meat were “ very satis- 
factory.” The frozen minced veal did not contain pre- 
servatives but it was wrapped in a cloth which con- 
tained borax. The examination of the tripe was not 
satisfactory, as although it appeared to be in good con- 
dition the brine in which it was packed proved to con- 
tain many micro-organisms, “but they were harmless. 
The brine contained salt and boric acid. These results 
are interesting but the number of samples examined 15 
hardly sufficient to enable a general conclusion to 
made.—The Lancet. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 19083. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- | Glanders | Rabies. 
‘ Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases ©eP| Swine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Oat- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-}| Onut- | Slaugh- 
Jbreaks mals. [breaks| mals. [breaks mals. reaks| breaks.| tered * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Dec. 29 | 25 35 2) 37 | 
1905 ..] 16 19 21 30] 25 15 — 
Corresponding week in {1904 .. 25 26 21 30 53 13 
Total for 52 week, 1906 ve -. | 940 | 1826 1070 2012 535 | 1280 7359 
1905 .. | 970 1317 1214 2068 918 a = 
Corree di iod in 1904 .. 11023 1533 1507 2628 1367 188 6 
irra 1903 .. | 767 1143 | 1456 2499 1792 1478 7933 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 1. 1907. 
IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 22 “= = 
1904 | 0 ii 
ding Week in 1 1904 ..] .. | .. zh 
1905... 1 1 | 36 5 196 
| 
| 


8 16 oo OB | 95 1103 


Total for 51 weeks, 1906 4 8 
1905 4 6 30 319 187 1416 
Correspondin iod i 1904 4 7 1 34 a — : 
1903 4/01 4 6 2 .. | 612 310 | 4304 


Epizootic Lymphangitis; Week ending Jan. 27, 1906, 1 case. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction fo 
Nots.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate on 


r Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec. 27, 1906, 
ly * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Anthrax and Glanders Outbreaks. 


At the meeting of Renfrewshire County Council a 
report was given by the Executive C mmittee of the 
Local Authority under the Diseases of Animals Act re- 
garding contraventions of swine fever regulations and 
outbreaks of anthrax and glanders. The anthrax out- 
break was in the Nitshill district, and of thirty-five 
cattle and three horses on the premises only one of the 
cattle had died. All the other animals remained in a 
healthy condition, and the premises were throughly | 
disinfected. The outbreak of glanders, and on which a | 
special report was prepared by Mr. Pottie, took place in | 

ollokshaus in September, 1905. In the course of his | 
report Mr. Pottie stated that about that time they had | 
had one or two outbreaks in Pollokshaws and district, | 
and that after making inquiry he had come to the con-— 
clusion that a drinking trough on the Kilmarnock and > 
Glasgow Road mi ht be either the source of infection 
or a means by which the disease was being spread. He 
had reported this to the County Clerk, and, after the | 
trough was altered, they had no further outbreaks. The | 
ype after some discussion, was adopted.— Glasyow 


Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, in 1902, and 
which were continued with encouraging results in Cen- 
tral Africa by the late Dr. Dutton until bis death in 
1905. Prot. Koch acknowledges that at first he regard- 
ed the atoxyl treatment with considerable scepticism, 
but experience proved that atoxyl was “as effectual a 
remedy for sleeping sickness as quinine for malaria.” 
Prof. Koch’s last report is dated from Sese, near Entebbe, 
in British East Africa, and states that at the beginning 
of November nearly 1,000 persons were under the new 
treatment for the disease. The results so far have been 
satisfactory, but, in Prof. Koch’s opinion, it will not be 
possible to judge of the permanence of the cure until 
some time after the atoxyl treatment has been discon- 
tinued.—The Times. 


The Motor Bus in London. 


For a catalogue of the crimes and diseases of the 
motor bus, see the report of the L.C.C. Highways Com- 
mittee. There are nearly 800 of these monsters lurch- 
ing about the streets of. London, disintegrating roads 
and shaking houses, now breaking down and anon 
catching fire, skidding here and colliding there. The 
accidents caused by them run into thousands per annum; 
each motor bus averages about five accidents a year. Not 


The Cure of Sleeping Sickness. content with smashing bridge piers, diving into shops, 


In The Times of the 17th inst. Professor Koch was a lamp-posts, flattening out pedestrians, they 
credited, upon the authority of Zhe Cologne Gazette, | assail the nostrils and eardrums of the ,ublic and drive 
with having discovered that atoxyl is an effectual | residents out of the houses along their drunken orbits. 
remedy against sleeping sickness. From Prof. Koch’s | In short, they go where they like and do what they like, 
own reports, which are now published, it appears that | and when they are not} performing acrobatic tricks or 
he merely resumed the successful experiments with | pounding the roadway to pieces they leak snperfluous 
atoxyl which had been initiated by Dr. Thomas, of the ' lubrica'ing oil which turns asphalt into paste. The 
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Highways Committee do not demand that these char- 
tered libertines of the streets should be abolished: they 
merely recommend that they should pay something to- 
wards highway repairs and that their routes should be 
specified for them by public authority. It is an anti- 
climax.—The Electrical Times. 


Shop Wrecked by Motor Bus. 


A Vanguard motor bus skidded on the tram lines 
near the canal bridge in Great College Street, Camden 
Town, and crashed into the window cf a bootmaker’s 
shop on the corner. The whole of the window was 
carried away, a bench inside was smashed, and some 
iron railings forming the lower part of the front of the 
shop were destroyed. One of the bus wheels _be- 
came tightly fixed inside the cellar. The boots, shoes, 
and other articles in the window were scattered in all 
directions over the premises —Morning Leader. 


Proposed Amalgamation, 


The various reports to the effect that four of Lon- 
don’s motor-omnibus companies intended to amalgamate 
have, at last, taken definite shape. It is proposed that 
a new company, to be called the “ Vanguard” Motor 
Omnibus Company, Limited, or by some such other ap- 
propriate name, be formed, with an authorised capital of 
£1,000,000, divided into 500,000 seven per cent. non- 
cumulative preference shares of £1 each, and 500,000 
ordinary shares of £1 each : power to issue £500,000 in 
six per cent. debentures or debenture stock is included 
in the scheme. Wefind, in the first line of benefit, the 
holders of 360,000 deferred shares of a 1s. each, and for 
which no cash has been paid. These gentlemen, who 
have been the active promoters of the several com- 
panies, will receive no less than £186,000 of ordinary 
shares in the new company, which is, unquestionably, a 
very good profit in respect of services which date back 
for a maximum period of two years, and which have, 
already, been remunerated, in addition, by various cash 

he four companies concerned, and their issued capi- 
tals, are: The London Motor Omnibus Company, 
Limited, “ Vanguard ” services (£200 000 in preference 
shares of £5 each, £100,000 in ordinary shares of £1 
each,* and 60,000 deferred shares of 1s. eich); The 
London and District Motorbus Company, Limited, 
“Arrow” services (£70,000 in ordinary shares of £1 
each, and 100,000 deferred shares of 1s. each); The 
Motorbus Company, Limited, “ Pilot” services (£150,000 
in ordinary shares of £1 each, and 100,000 deferred 
shares of 1s. each) ; The London and Provincial Motor- 
bus and Traction Company, Limited, “ Arrow ” services 
£100,000 in ordinary shares of £1 each, and 100,000 de- 
ferred shares of 1s. each). The combined paid-up capital 
of these undertakings is, therefore, £638,000, of which 
£18,000 is in 360,000 deferred shares, and only one of 
them, the London Motor Omnibus Company, Limited, 
has issued its accounts, other than for the purpose of 
the statutory meetings. This undue haste to make 
money is not a good feature, and any conversion must, 
in view of that fact, be regarded as of a highly specu- 
lative character, especially when it is borne in mind that 
the capital is now to be “watered” to the extent of no 
less than £352,500. This may add to the immediate 
financial attractiveness of the scheme, so far as the pro- 
moters and shareholders are concerned, but it will be 
unrepresented by live plant, and cannot fail to be a 
considerable drag upon the enterprise. 
We must emphasise, however, that the preference 
shares are not cumulative, and that there is a reserve of 


*Only 1s. per share had been paid up, in respect of 
39,993 of these shares, at June 30th last. 


£300,000 debenture stock, which may, at any time, be 
brought in front of the other classifications. 

Apart from the unissued debentures named above, 
there will be, available for immediate or later issue. 
174,500 ordinary shares, and 35,000 preference shares, 
and we are unable to attach much importance to the 
ambiguous statement that the issued capital of the new 
company “should not exceed £790,500.” The directors 
might, at any date, be forced to offer whatever capital 
remains unissued, and we regard this reference to a 
limit as misleading. — The Commercial Motor. 


Motor Omnibus Deferred Shares. 


In connection with the meeting of shareholders to 
consider the m-tor-ominibus amalgamation, one of them 
plaintively asks what Deferred shares really are, and 
why Deferred shares orignally worth a shilling each 
should obtain the bulk of the profit. Deferred shares 
are an obnoxious form of security, frequently denounced, 
usually issued to promoters and vendors entitling them 
to a huge dividend in jproportion to the capital repre- 
sented. In this motor-omnibus case it is apparently 
proposed to buy out the holders of Deferred shares by 
converting £18,000 of them into £186,000 fully paid 
Ordinary shares. Seeing that it is not certain what, if 
any, dividend the Deferred holders would ever get, this 
proposal is perhaps fairly described by a shareholder 
as impudent.—-Dadly Mail. 


The Side-Slip Season. 


The latest form of open-air entertainment is the side- 
slip séance, which takes place nightly, weather permit- 
ting, and is rapidly growing in age 4 

The most favoured locality for the full enjoyment of 
the fun is that portion of the Strand between Welling- 
ton Street and Savoy Street, and in the few yards which 
divide those thoroughfares there is more excitement to 
the superficial foot than any other district in the Metro- 
polis can furnish. 

Several hundreds of people lined the Strand last 
night at the point indicated, where the greasy mud lay 
nearly a foot thick, and waited for the motor-omnibuses 
to supply the entertainment. Now and again a Van- 
guard, an Arrow, or one of the others, swerved with 
promising swiftness towards the kerb, but nothing 
really exhilarating happen: d, and whenever an omnibus 
arrived from somewhere without uprooting an electric- 
light standard or scooping out a shop front or two the 
spectators yawned and looked discouraged. 

“T don’t think I shall wait,” said one front-row man 
to his neighbour. “There doesn’t seem so be anything 
doing ; besides, they are getting so careful, these 
drivers ; and then they’re always trying new wheels 
won't skid. I don’t think there'll be anything to- 
night.” 

here existed a 0 impression that one of these 
vozy evenings the local authority, in a fit of absent- 
mindedness, will have some sand thrown down and s0 
deprive hundreds of peaceful citizens of excitement at 
the lowest rates.—7'ribune. 


Royal Warrants. 


WHITEHALL, Dee. 28. 
List of Tradesmen who hold Warrants of Appoint 
ment to His Majesty King Edward VII from the Keeper 
of the Privy Purse with Authority to Use the Royal 
Arms. These Warrants do not carry the right to fly the 


Royal Standard :— 
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Cattle Medicine Manufacturers— 
Day, Son, and Hewitt, London. 
Day and Sons, Crewe. 


List of Tradesmen and others in the Department of 
the Master of the Horse holding Warrants of Ap- 
pointment to His Majesty the King, with Authority to 
use the Royal Arms. These Warrants do not carry the 
right to fly the Royal Standard : 


VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Beart, W. J., King’s Lynn 
Bower, W., East Rudham 
Lambert, T. D., Dublin. 
Simpson, H. G., Windsor. 


Tennant, R. C., 
Williams, G., and Sons London. 
Williams, Prof. W. Owen Liverpool. 


List of Tradesmen and others in the Master of the 
Horse’s Department having Authority to use the Royal 
Arms and to style themselves “ By Appointment to the 
late Queen Victoria,” but not to fly the Royal 
standard :— 


VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Blake, J. V., Ryde. 
Good, C. A., Newport, Isle of Wight. 
Rotheram, C. J., London. 


Master of the Horse’s Office, Royal Mews, 
Buckingham Palace. H. P. Ewart, 
Jan. 1, 1907. Crown Equerry. 


The Royal Sanitary Institute. 
Inspectors oF MEAT AND Oruer Foops. 


At an examination held in London on December 14th 
1906, 31 presented themselves. 
e following 17 candidates were awarded certificates 
dated Dec. 15th, 1906 :— 
Capt. Herbert Stewart Buckle, A.S.C., Woolwich ; 
Messrs. Alfred John Cuckney, Brighton; William 
Homer Draper, Peckham; Maj. Henry Francis Thornhill 
Fisher, A.S.C., Gosport; Charles William Hill, Carlisle ; 
William Cottman Kelland, Beckenham; Philip Kett, 
Philip Frederick Kett, Lowestoft; Richard M jor, 
Brighton ; George Peverett, Downs Park Road; Maj 
Grenville Edmond Pigott, A.S.C., Aldershot ; Charles 
George Rabbetts, Merton; Herbert Keeling Roberts, 
M.R.C.V.S., Church Stretton ; Ernest Sherwood Robin- 
son, Wimbledon ; Maj. Philip Clement Scott, A.S.C., 
Dublin; Rich:rd Smith, Parkestone ; Major Robert 
Hargrave Fraser Standen, A.S.C., Dover. 
E. WHITE WaALLIs, Deputy Registrar. 


In the New Year. 


I'll turn a leaf, as once before, 
Or twice, or thrice, or even more, 

I've turned. Itis the proper thing 

To do, while “ Auld lang syne” we sing, 
As men did in the days of yore. 


Somewhere I have « goodly store 
Of turned-down leaves—perhaps two score— 
But still, to see what Inck ’twill bring, 
Tl turn a leaf. 


The one I turned last year I tore 
Next day ; and very promptly swore 
To turn another. Kindly ring, 
And ask that grimy underling 
For whisky. When he’s shut the door, 
ll turn a leaf. 
—The Westminster Gazette. 


REVIEW. 


Notes on Bioop Serum THERAPY, PREVENTIVE 
INOCULATION, AND TOXIN AND SERUM DIAGNOSIS. 
For Veterinary Practitioners and Students.—By 
Watter Jowett, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. Pp. x. + 200. 
47 illustrations: Crown 8vo.: 5s. nett. (Bailliere, 
Tindall and Cox, London.) 


This small volnme may be described as an attempt— 
on the whole an exceedingly successful one—to provide 
students and practitioners with a short reswmé of our 
present knowledge regarding the question of immunity, 
and the diagnosis, prevention, and cure of disease by 
means of vaccines, sera, and toxins. An appendix con- 
tainsan account of the author’s own observations of 
spirochcetce in equine canker and grease. This portion 
of the work scarcely comes under its title, but otherwise 
Mr. Jowett has kept well to the subject, utilised his 
limited space wisely, and succeeded in producing a really 
useful compilation. 

The complex and debatable nature of much of the 
subject matter must bave rendered its effective conden- 
sation into so small a volume no easy matter; but the 
author possesses a talent for conciseness and lucidity of 
expression which has enabled him to succeed where 
many others would have failed. The few pages devoted 
to an explanation of the abstruse “side-chain” theory 
of Erlich strike us as particularly admirable in this re- 
spect. It must de said also that, when dealing with 
controversial subjects, Mr. Jowett preserves an even 
judgment, states opposing cases fairly, and not infre- 
quently refrains from himself expressing a definite 
opinion. 

Many anthorities are quoted in the text of the work, 
but little assistance is given to a reader desiring to refer 
to the original publications. Two or three pages of de- 
tailed references would have been invaluable to some 
students. Here and there in the text, also, we come 
upon an unsatisfactory passage—such as the sentence on 
the morphology of the B. anthracis (p. 60) which really 
requires revision. But on the whole we must congratu- 
late Mr. Jowett upon the production of a concise, clearly 
written, and inexpensive summary of a branch of veteri- 
nary science which, though still in its infancy, is rapidly 
increasing in importance to the clinician. To the stu- 
dent—even the post-graduate stndent—the volume 
cannot fail to be useful. 

To the practitioner who, without time to spare for an 
exhaustive study of the subject, yet desires to keep 
abreast of its latest developments, this is, 7 a 


best work available. 


Two Kinds of Quackery. 


A medical man has written to 7'ruth suggesting that 
analyses of prominent proprietary remedies should be 
systematically published. The Editor of 7'ruth is scep- 
tical as to the advantages thus offered, except “in the 
cases where the remedies are essentially fraudulent. In 
the case of ordinary aperients, tonics, cough mixtures, 
and all preparations founded on well-known formule 
perfectly good for certain specific purposes, the proposed 
cautionary advertisements would not pay the profession 
a farthing in the pound on the cost of advertising. And 
what about the converse side of this proposed campaign ? 
What if somebody were to advertise in plain English all 
the doctors’ prescriptions, the writing of which brings in 
guineas per week? Doctors who tackle this question 
should remember that they live to a large extent in 
glass houses. There is humbug in regular medical prac- 
tice as well as in quackery—humbug which secures to 
many a general practitioner a comfortable yearly income 
from people who bave nothing the matter with them, 


or nothing more than could be cured by a change of 
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diet ora few pennyworth of drugs from the nearest 
chemist. There are two grounds on which the profes- 
sion can attack the quack safely, and have the public 
with them. One of them is the treatment of specific 
diseases by unqualified men; the other is the sale of 
drugs by false pretences.” _ 


EXAMINATIONS IN SCOTLAND. 


At the recent meeting of the Examining Board 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, the 
following students from the Royal (Dick) Veteri- 
nary College, Edinburgh, and Glasgow Veterinary 
College, passed their Final Examination :— 

(Dick) COLLEGE. 
Mr. T. V. Bagshaw Mr. George Gordon 
W. T. Christic Richard Waddy 
Hermann Gibson 


GLasGow CoLLEGE. 


Mr. Wm. Walker Mr. Jas. Lowther 
Peter M‘Intyre Wm. Hill 
Robt. Dickie 


_ The following passed their Third Examination : 
Roya (Dick) CoLLEcE. 


Mr. W. S. Clark Mr. E. C. Howard 
Thomas Clyde G.C. Inglis 
W, A. Doughty Tancred Mercicca 
H.S. A. Dunn * W. G. Thomson 

GLascow COLLEGE. 

Mr. W. Whyte ! Mr. W. P. Reid 
A. Jackson G. Scade 
H. H. Brodie Jas. B. Taylor 


_ The following passed their Second Examination : 
(Dick) CoLLEGE. 


Mr. Frank Bradley Mr. W. A. Smith * 
W. E. Charlesworth * A. R. Wood 
David Hannay 


Gtascow CoLLEGe. 
Mr. J. M‘Clemont Mr. H. Gilmor 
C. M‘Neil Taylor 
The following passed their First Examination ; 
Roya. (Dick) 


Mr. J. J. Kelly Mr. F. H. Sanderson 
Rk. G. Lake J. P. Swan 
W. J. Mackenzie - J. B. Bradley 
P. B. Riley 
COLLEGE. 
Mr. D. G. M‘Leod Mr. 8. Smith 
W. W. Jackson S. Little 
Q. Stewart 


Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 
—The North British Agriculturist. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


ORDER OF THE INDIAN EMPIRE. 
Inpia Orrice, Jan. 1. 


The King has been graciously pleased to make the 
following — in and appointments to the Most 
Eminent Order of the Indian Empire :— 


To BE CoMPANIONS. 
* * * * 
Maj. Henry Thomas Pease, Principal, Veterinar 
College, Punjab, at present 
General, Civil Veterinary Department. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Dec. 28. 
Lieut. E. C. Orton to be Captain. 
Jan. 1. 


Royal Garrison (Volunteers)—1st Worcester- 
shire.—Vet.-Lieut. R. L. Green to be Vet.-Captain. 


Capt. W. Martin Millar has been transferred from 
Aldershot to Weedon for duty. ane : 

Lieut.-Col. F. W. Forsdyke has rejoined at Salisbury 
and taken over the duties of Principal Veterinar 
Officer, Southern Command, relieving Lieut.-Col. R. W. 
Raymond, who proceeds to Ireland to take up the duties 
of Senior Veterinary Officer, Curragh District. 

Lieut. A. Edgar has been granted six months sick 
leave to England, from India. 


Obituary. 


Wm. Harpcastez, M.R.C.V.S., Pateley Bridge, Leeds. 
Graduated, Albert: April, 1867. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“OUR METHODS AND DESIRES.” 

Sir, 

In your current editorial you commend the remarks of 
Major Builer to our notice, and incidentally mention that 
“no discussion is permitted on the annual presidential 
address.’’ It is a pity that that was the case on this occas- 
ion, for the Major’s views can scarcely have been accep- 
table to all his hearers, and had he been obliged subse- 
quently to speak more strongly in defence of them, some 
good might have resulted. 

As it was, it will be seen that more than one of his 
audience joined in the futile clamour ag .inst “‘ quackery,’’ 
which was raised at the Southern Counties’ meeting a few 
days later, and that one of them actually “urged the Coun- 
cil to prosecute, even if they lost.”’ 

The italics are mine, and indicate a rather serious danger 
—if the Council are weak enough to yield to this short- 
sighted agitation. 

Not having seen the advertisements of the unqualified 
worthies whom the Southern Counties Veterinary Society 
are seeking the Council’s authority to prosecute, I can 
form no opinion as to whether they are infringing the 
Veterinary Surgeon’s Act or not. Everybody knows, how- 
ever, that to use a “ colourable imitation ‘’ of a professional 
title by no means always implies that the person using 
it is representing himself as a professional man in the eyes 
of the law, Everybody, also, ought to know that one un- 
successful prosecution does more to encourage such a prac- 
tice than half a dozen successful ones do to stop it. Un- 
fortunately it is perfectly clear, from the utterances of 
those members of the Southern Counties Society who took 
the lead at its meeting, that they regard this latter point as 
quite unworthy of consideration. 

To commence a prosecution upon the prospects of which 
lawyers have given diametrically opposite opinions, is to 
say the least of it, a decidedly risky proceeding. By all 
means let the Council “ guard our privileges,’’ but let them 
do so with caution. 

As the guardians of the profession they ought not to sur- 
render the authority to prosecute, which they alone possess 
under the Act, into the hands of men who admittedly desire 
to take action without paying any regard at all to the con- 
sequences of failure.’’—Yours truly, 

PRACTITIONER.” 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND Papers RECEIVED—Messrs. J. C- 
James, F. Tonar, E. Wallis Hoare, W. Jackson Young, 
G. H. Locke, “Practitioner.’’ 
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